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What was your inspiration 
for this piece? 
This past year has been 

extremely rough for everyone. 
Everything felt emotionally drain-
ing, and we are all exhausted. I 
wanted to do a piece that con-
veys hope and optimism through 
togetherness. In the end, I chose 
to illustrate a group of cheerful 
girls holding hands as they look 
up into the clear sky with dancing 
kites.  Hopefully, somewhere out 
there, a reader will look at this 
piece and smile.  

What’s up next for you? 
Book-wise, I am currently working 
on a picture book with the amazing 
team at HarperCollins. The story 
is about dim sum, family, and love. I 
am also working on an adventurous 
graphic novel about mythologies. 
Life-wise, I look forward to playing 
competitive badminton again when 
everything is safe, and to hang 
out with friends over coffee and  
ice cream. 

SCBWI’s Digital Workshops 
are back! Starting Thurs-
day, May 13, 2021 our fourth 

slate of weekly webinars featur-
ing renowned children’s book 
creators will take place live via 
Zoom and will be available free 
of charge to any SCBWI mem-
ber anywhere in the world. If 
you can’t make the live event, a 
full recording will be posted on 
the SCBWI website twenty-four 
hours after the workshop ends 
and will remain up for two to four 
weeks.

The line-up of this latest series 
includes a session on Transform-
ing a Picture Book Manuscript Into 
a Visual Narrative with illustra-
tor Jaqueline Alcantara; a panel 
on Celebrating the Voices of Asian 

and Pacific Islander Book Creators 
as part of SCBWI’s #OwnVoices 
Series; a marketing workshop with 
author Greg Pincus entitled Maxi-
mizing Your Social Media 
Presence and Effective-
ness; a webinar on Cre-
ating a Cast of Char-
acters in Your Middle 
Grade Novel with New-
bery Award-winner Meg 
Medina; a session on 
Writing Chapter Books 
and Chapter Book Series 
with author Kelly Starling 
Lyons; a workshop enti-
tled Atmosphere: Where 
Character, Setting, 
Mood, and Emotion Con-
verge with author Nina 
LaCour, and a nonfiction 

webinar, Nonfiction Takes Risks: 
Tackling Tough, Controversial, or 
Brainy Topics for Young Readers.


