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Senior Citizens More Prone
to Scams, SMPD Officer Says
Local Residents Have Fallen Prey Due to 
Trustworthiness of Older Generations

By Mitch Lehman
EDITOR OF THE TRIBUNE 

One of the great attri-
butes of senior citizens is 
their high level of trust-
worthiness. Unfortunate-
ly, one of the occasional 
shortcomings of senior 
citizens is, also, their high 
level of trustworthiness.

That dichotomy frus-
trates police and securi-
ty officers who are often 
called in to clean up situ-
ations caused by trusting, 
well-meaning elder mem-
bers of the community 
who are more easily the 
victims of scams aimed 
specifically at the elderly. 

Informally known as 
“senior scams,” these 
cons are typically well-re-
searched and take advan-
tage of the trusting nature 
of senior citizens. 

“It’s the same scams 
coming up over and over 
again,” said San Marino 
Police Detective Corporal 
Brian Wong, who typical-
ly ends up investigating 

San Marino Rotarian Sharon Park and her daughter, Jane Park – a 
junior at San Marino High School – performed “’Meditation’ from 
Thais” by Jules Massnet before a packed room of Rotarians on Jan. 26  
during the club’s regular luncheon meeting at San Marino Community 
Church. Sharon Park, originally from Korea, has been a member of 
the club since Nov., 2015 and performed for the group once before 
during her craft talk last year. She followed their duet with a piano 
solo of Beethoven’s “Piano Sonata in C# minor, op. 27 No. 2 ‘Moon-
light.’” Park has been playing the piano since she was three-and-a-half 
years old. Her daughter, Jane, has been playing the violin for 10 years.

Lily Mata, Caroline Wang, Brooke Phelan and Jennifer Ko participated in the 41st All City Track 
Meet last year. Rafael Najarian Photo

Theory Put to Practice
At Year’s First PfA Talk

Last Week’s Lockdown Puts Mindfulness to The Test

local cases of elder fraud. 
“There’s nothing terribly 
new. Sometimes door-to-
door, but mostly over the 
phone or via email. One 
of the challenging aspects 
of this type of crime is that 
a lot of them are not re-
ported due to embarrass-
ment.”

While traveling over-
seas, a grandson has been 
jailed and is in immediate 
need of cash to avoid jail 
time. 

You have just won a 
See SCAMS page A-16

By Kev Kurdoghlian
ASSISTANT EDITOR, NEWS

“It’s passion,” Maple 
Lam said when asked 

DET. CPL. BRIAN WONG

IN THE MOMENT: The mother-daughter duo of Sharon Park, seated at the 
piano, and Jane Park, standing, entranced Rotarians with their rendition 
of Jules Massnet’s “’Meditation’ from Thais.” Kev Kurdoghlian Photo

“My Little Sister and Me,” published by HarperCollins Publishers, 
was illustrated and authored by SMHS grad Maple Lam. The book 
is available at Barnes & Noble, Amazon, Vroman’s Bookstore and 
IndieBound. Kev Kurdoghlian Photo

2017 All-City Track Meet
Deadline Next Thursday

why she does what she 
does. Lam is a graduate 
of the San Marino High 
School class of 2000 and 
a children’s book au-

thor-illustrator.
She’s currently work-

ing on four books, all 
with different publish-

The deadline to register for the 42nd annual All-City Track Meet is fast approach-
ing. Registration forms can be found on the City of San Marino’s website, in the 
main offices of San Marino Unified schools and at the recreation office located on 
Pasqualito Dr. Forms and an associated $5 registration fee per participant must be 
submitted to the San Marino Recreation Department, which will host the event, by 
Thursday, Feb. 9 at 5 p.m.  

The San Marino Community Athletics Association, or SMCAA, will sponsor the 
event, which is scheduled for Friday, Mar. 10 at San Marino High School. Any San 
Marino schools student or resident of San Marino born between the years of 2002 
and 2010 are eligible to participate. For more information, contact the recreation 
department at 626-403-2200.

See LAM page A-20

By Kev Kurdoghlian
ASSISTANT EDITOR, NEWS

“Attention all students 
and staff. We are on lock-
down,” said Huntington 
Middle School Principal 
Jason Kurtenbach over 
the intercom at around 11 
a.m. on Tuesday, Jan. 24.

Laurie Grossman, the 
year’s first Partnership for 
Awareness speaker, re-
mained undeterred by the 
announcement.

“This is a perfect time to 
do mindfulness,” she told 
a group of approximately 
25 parents, who respond-
ed with laughter. 

These parents had 
gathered in the Kenneth 
F. White Auditorium at 
HMS to hear Grossman, 
a founder of the mindful-
ness in education move-
ment, speak about the 
subject, which was imple-
mented at the school last 
year.

She started her presen-
tation with a “mindful 
check-in.” She asked the 
parents to put their things 
down, close their eyes and 
take three deep breaths. 

Then she rang a bell.
“I want you to notice 

that you’re sitting here 
with friends and parents. 
You’re here for the same 
reason: you adore your 
kids. You want to know 
what they’re doing in 
school and maybe you 
realize that you could 
use some stress reduction 
yourself,” she said.

Next, she asked that 
the audience notice their 
body, then their mind 
and, lastly, their emotion-
al state.

“Not judging what 
you’re finding,” Grossman 
encouraged.

Parents completed the 
“check-in” by sharing 
what they discovered with 
the person next to them.

“Mindfulness means 
paying attention on pur-
pose, right now, to what’s 
happening without judg-
ing it,” she continued.

“We spend the vast ma-
jority of our lives [in our 
minds],” she explained. 
“Our brains are constant-
ly talking. Are we good 
enough? And what hap-
pens is we miss our lives 

by doing this.”
Grossman gave an ex-

ample of one of her ear-
liest experiments in mind-
fulness in a 2nd grade 
classroom where, she 
said, 70 percent of the 
students knew someone 
in prison and 40 percent 
knew someone killed by 
violence.

She had the 2nd grad-
ers listen to the sound of a 
bell with their eyes open, 
then closed.

“The reason we asked 
you to close your eyes is 
to get rid of the external 
stimuli. And you’re able to 
really focus on whatever it 
is you are paying attention 
to,” she explained.

Afterward, she asked 
parents to raise their hand 
once they could hear the 
bell ringing. Then she told 
them to listen to the ambi-
ent noise in the room.

“That was the lesson 
that said, ‘I think if we do 
this every day, we’re not 
going to fight anymore,’” 
Grossman said, recalling 
a comment made by one 
of the 2nd grade students.

See THEORY page A-18

Work on the Hun-
tington Dr. Improve-
ment project resumed 
last week after a series 
of rain storms signifi-
cantly delayed the start 
of construction. Crews 
have begun sidewalk 
repairs, which have re-
sulted in open trenches 
and closed sidewalks at 
various points along the 
north side of Hunting-
ton Dr. between Virgin-
ia Rd. and Winston Ave. 
Drive carefully near 
open trenches, which 
can be found where 

Huntington Dr. Construction
Resumes After Rain Delays

Meet SMHS Grad and Children’s Book 
Author-Illustrator Maple Lam

Mother-Daughter Duo Musical
Performance Wows Rotary

TAKE A BOW: Sharon Park, left, and 
Jane Park, a junior at SMHS, stand 
before a well-attended meeting of 
the Rotary Club of San Marino. Kev 
Kurdoghlian Photo

Huntington Dr. intersects 
with Westhaven Rd., Bed-
ford Rd., Waverly Rd., 

Cambridge Rd., Wemb-
ley Rd., Kensington Rd. 
and Charlton Rd.

WATCH YOUR STEP: Cones, signs and caution tape mark the improvement site at the corner 
of Huntington Dr. and Bedford Rd. on the afternoon of Jan. 26. Kev Kurdoghlian Photo

Concrete from the sidewalk at the corner of Huntington Dr. 
and Winston Ave. waits to be swept away on Jan. 25. Con-
struction along the drive has resulted in lane closures at var-
ious stretches of San Marino’s busiest thoroughfare. Kev Kur-
doghlian Photo
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GIRL SCOUTS
OF AMERICAFATHER-DAUGHTER

Chloe Pu, Megan and Lope Choa and 
Nora Pu 

Fun for Daddy and Daughter
San Marino Girl Scouts held 
a Father-Daughter dance last 
weekend at the Hill Harbison 
House. Dads came dressed as 
Dracula and other wizards and 
warlocks at the popular event, 
which was attended by dozens

Tribune Photos by 
Rafael Najarian

Athena and Panos 
Stamas

Lary and Tegan 
Floyd

Stephen, Lauren and Amber Keys

Natalie, Gene and 
Olivia Chuang 

Hector and Katherine Gutierrez

Ariana and Andres 
Gonzalez

Owen and Arwen 
Wen

 Donald and Lara 
Walker

Megan and AP 
Diaz

Malia Aberin and 
Emily Linden

Joe and Liliana 
Ponnezhan

Norah and Nate 
Parker

Andy and Lauren 
Rooke

Kailie and CJ Aberin

Doug, Gia and 
Theodora Song

Ellie and Andy Kao Clara and Mike Chen

Caroline and David 
Wang

Megan and Steve Linden

Leela Wahl and 
Anna Mukherjee

 Sean and 
Mary Elizabeth Ryan

Athena Stamas, Megan Diaz, 
Angelique Ly and Clara Chen

Fathers and daughters dancing the night away at the Hill Harbison House

ers, but her first book, 
My Little Sister and Me, 
will be the topic of her 
Meet the Author! talk at 
Crowell Public Library 
on Feb. 23 at 7 p.m.

Lam thanked former 
longtime Reference Li-
brarian Rex Mayreis for 
the opportunity to speak 
at the library where she 
would volunteer as a 
high school student.

“It’s incredibly ex-
citing,” she said of the 
opportunity to speak at 
Crowell Library, where 
she also visited “almost 
everyday” as a student 
at Huntington Middle 
School.

“A shout out to you 
two, Vincent Woo, now a 
cardiologist in Chicago, 
and Anna Wong, now a 
Senior Economist at the 
Federal Reserve,” Lam 
said, recognizing friends 
and classmates who 
spent many days with her 
at Crowell.

San Marino schools 
also played an influential 

LAM
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role in Lam’s decision to 
pursue a career as an au-
thor-illustrator.

“There was a semester 
in my senior year when 
SMHS had a course in 
comics/graphic novel. 
That was a blast!” she 
shared.

“I did about three short 
comics in that course. 
They were very short, 
maybe three to four pag-
es long, but each is a 
complete story, and it 
was immensely satisfy-
ing,” Lam noted.

Another course al-
lowed her to merge her 
illustrated work with her 

written work.
“I also made a carica-

ture drawing for each of 
the English department 
teachers for art class in 
my senior year,” she re-
called. 

Lam continued, “I 
loved that assignment 
because I loved all the 
English teachers at SMHS 
– they’ve taught me so 
much, from creative writ-
ing to research.”

It wasn’t until a study-
abroad trip in Cam-
bridge, England during 
her college years when 
she made the connection 
that she could become 
an author-illustrator, she 
explained.

“I bought a local art 
magazine, and there was 
an article discussing the 

MAPLE LAM

Council to Receive City’s Financial 
Forecast at Special Feb. 16 Meeting

The public is invited 
to a special meeting of 
the San Marino City 
Council scheduled for 
Thursday, Feb. 16 at 6 
p.m. in the Barth Com-
munity Room at Crow-
ell Public Library. 

The firm of Bartel & 

Associates will present 
it actuarial evaluation 
of the city’s obligation, 
which will project that 
obligation into the fu-
ture.

“The areas to be ad-
dressed include future 
obligations related to the 

The San Marino City Council attentively listens to a presentation in the Barth Community Room at Crowell Public Li-
brary last year. The council will find itself in that room again on Thursday, Feb. 16 at 6 p.m. Kev Kurdoghlian Photo

employee retirement sys-
tem, CalPERS, and exist-
ing pension bonds,” ac-
cording to a statement by 
the City of San Marino.  

Other matters to be 
discussed, the state-
ment continued, are, 
“the city’s infrastructure 

needs, and the funding 
required to establish 
and adequately main-
tain these investments 
into the future, and a 
forecast of the primary 
revenue sources that 
support ongoing city 
services.”

beautiful work of a few 
children’s book author-il-
lustrators – Toni DiTerl-
izzi, Kevin Henkes and 
Alexis Deacon,” she said.

Lam added, “I remem-
bered wanting to do what 
they do. After college, 
I worked full time as a 
graphic designer, but I 
read and drew a lot after 
work, hoping to become 
an author-illustrator my-
self.”

 Now, Lam, a 
two-time finalist for the 
Society of Children’s 
Book Writers and Illustra-
tors’ Bologna Showcase, 
is one.

 “I want to write 
and draw stories that the 
young-me would want to 
read. And I hope kids will 
enjoy reading them, and 

maybe inspire them to 
learn more about particu-
lar subject matters in the 
process,” she said of her 
goal.

“I developed a passion 
in history myself because 
I grew up reading a series 
of history graphic novels. 
One of my goals in the 
future is to work on more 
history-related stories,” 
Lam noted.

Lam still frequents a 
few local libraries each 
week, including Crowell, 
which has a copy of My 
Little Sister and Me.

“It’s an adventure be-
tween two siblings, and 
through the adventure 
they learn to love and 
appreciate each other,” 
she explained. “I think 
Kirkus Review said it 

best: the story “offer[s] 
tangible evidence to the 
intangible love between 
siblings.”

Maple Lam’s family 
came to the United States 
from Hong Kong when 
she was eleven.  After 
attending Huntington 
Middle School and San 
Marino High School, she 
graduated from UC Irvine 
with a degree in Studio 
Arts and a minor in Dig-
ital Arts. 

Signed copies of the 
her book will be available 
for purchase on the day 
of her talk, Feb. 23 at 7 
p.m. in the Barth Com-
munity Room. For more 
information about the 
event, call the library at 
626-300-0777.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Have an opinion about 
something happening in the city? 

Tell us about it. 
Send your thoughts to the 
Editor of The Tribune at 

mitchlehman
@sanmarinotribune.com


